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owner or occupant of the structure or the local 
fire department provides approval. Waiver 
from the fire department to the owner of the 
ACI should be in writing.  Any person burn-
ing more than 80 cubic yards of this untreated 
wood waste per week at a single location must 
use an Air Curtain Incinerator.

Open Burning for Recreational Purposes
Campfires and other fires used solely for recre-
ational purposes, ceremonial occasions, or for 
outdoor non-commercial preparation of food 
are allowed in Missouri. Fires shall include 
only vegetative woody materials or untreated 
wood products.

Open Burning of Certain Trade Waste 
The open burning of certain trade wastes, 
such as explosives or hazardous waste, may 
be allowed with written approval from the 
staff director and the fire control authority in 
that jurisdiction. Information submitted to the 
staff director must show that open burning is 
the only feasible method of disposal and that 
disposal is in the public interest.



Facts on Open Burning 
Under Missouri Regulations

Open burning is the burning of any materials 
in which air contaminants are emitted directly 
into the air without first passing through a 
stack or chimney. This fact sheet summarizes 
allowable and prohibited open burning un-
der Missouri regulations. It does not include 
open burning restrictions that city or county 
governments may impose in addition to Mis-
souri’s state regulations. Prior to conducting 
any open burning, businesses and citizens 
should contact the city or county of jurisdic-
tion for any local restrictions.

Prohibited Open Burning Under State 
Regulation
Any waste generated by a business, trade, 
industry, salvage, or demolition operation can-
not be burned unless it is untreated or veg-
etative wood waste. Wastes that may not be 
burned include but are not limited to tires, car-
pet, used oil, asphalt roofing material, rubber 
products, hazardous materials, Styrofoam™, 
plastics, petroleum-based products, durable 
goods, treated wood, and any asbestos-con-
taining material.

200 yards from the nearest occupied structure
must follow the requirements specified in the 
open burning rule. Materials such as tires or 
used oil may not be used to start the fires or be 
burned in the fires. Commercial and non-com-
mercial collection operations where vegetative 
waste is generated off-site must use an Air 
Curtain Incinerator if more than 80 cubic yards 
of vegetative waste per week is burned.

Open Burning at Wood Processing Facilities
Open burning of untreated wood waste from 
wood processing facilities is allowed if pro-
duction is less than 8,000 board feet per day 
and located more than a mile outside of an 
incorporated area. The burning also must be 
done at least 200 yards from the nearest oc-
cupied structure. Wood processing facilities 
producing more than 8,000 board feet per day 
that wish to burn more than 80 cubic yards of 
untreated wood waste per week must use an 
Air Curtain Incinerator.

Allowable Open Burning Under 
State Regulations

Open Burning of Household Refuse
Missouri allows open burning of household 
refuse from residential premises with four 
dwelling units or less, provided it is burned 
on the property owned by the party that 
generates it. This exemption does not apply to 
mobile home parks or apartment complexes. 
Household waste is solid waste produced by 
routine household activities, such as paper 
waste and garbage from daily activities. This 

does not include home remodeling waste, 
waste from home businesses, durable goods 
such as appliances, carpets or furniture, tires 
or other non-routine household waste. Materi-
als such as tires or used oil may not be used to 
start the fires or be burned in the fires.

Open Burning of Vegetative Wastes 
Missouri allows open burning of yard waste 
from sites, provided it originates and is 
burned on the same premises. Materials such 
as tires or used oil may not be used to start 
the fires or be burned in the fires. Yard waste 
includes trees, tree leaves, brush or other veg-
etation.

Open Burning in Agricultural, Natural 
Resource or Land Management Operations 
Missouri allows the open burning of mate-
rial associated with agricultural and forestry 
operations that is related to the growing or 
harvesting of crops. However, several excep-
tions apply. Materials such as tires or used oil 
may not be used to start the fires or be burned 
in the fires. Any burning that creates a public 
health hazard or produces smoke that impairs 
visibility for those operating motor vehicles or 
airplanes is prohibited. In an ozone non-attain-
ment area between April 15 and Sept. 15, the 
person must notify the staff director in writing 
at least 48 hours prior to burning for pest or 
weed control or crop production.

Open Burning in Land Clearing Opera-
tions, Commercial and Non-Commercial 
Collection Operations 
Open burning of tree trunks, tree limbs, and 
vegetation from land clearing operations is 
allowed without an air curtain incinerator if 
the burning takes place outside the city limits 
and is greater than 200 yards from the nearest 
occupied structure. Commercial land clearing 
operations inside the city limits or less than

Open Burning of Trade Waste 
The open burning of untreated wood waste 
from trade, construction, and demolition 
waste must be burned between sunrise and 
sunset, be supervised at all times, occur at 
least two 200 yards away from the nearest 
structure not owned by the party conducting 
the burning unless an Air Curtain Incinera-
tor is used and waivers are obtained from the 


